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Advertised UK vacancies 
hit 19-month high  
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Key points

London Pay
Average salaries in London begin to show 

signs of recovery – the 0.2% rise in the year 

to June 2017 isthe first annual increase 

since July 2017.

Scientific & quality assurance jobs are 

among the biggest improvers as the rise in 

AI and automation impacts other sectors 

more – salaries rise 1.8% y-o-y to £38,926. 

1,202,573 
The 1,202,573 vacancies advertised in 

June 2017 represents the highest 

number since November 2015 

(1,244,772).

Winchester
Competition for jobs fell 32% year-on-

year in Winchester, making it the fifth 

most desirable locale to find employment.

UK Job Market Report
July 2017

Table 1: Adzuna Job Vacancy Index

UK Vacancies
Monthly 
Change 6M Change 12M Change

Vacancy Index 
(June 

2012=100)

Vacancy Index  (Jun 17) 1,202,573 2.5% 8.4% 3.9% 174.7
Vacancy Index  (May 17) 1,173,784 -0.5% 0.7% 2.1% 170.5

Table 2: Adzuna Average Salary Index

UK Average 
Salary

Monthly 
Change 6M Change 12M Change

Salary Index 
(June 

2012=100)

Salary Index  (Jun 17) £32,519 -0.7% 0.6% -0.6% 94.9
Salary Index  (May 17) £32,743 0.2% 1.6% -1.0% 95.6

Science



The Adzuna Job Index this month shows 

average advertised vacancies hitting a 19-

month high (1,202,573) in June 2017, the 

highest number recorded since the 1,229,131 

available in October 2015.

Additionally, April saw competition for jobs 

drop to the new four year record low of 0.41 

jobseekers per vacancy.

London salaries show signs of growth

In terms of the regional breakdown of wages, 

London has shown an annual increase of 

0.2% in advertised salaries in the year to 

June. While the rise may be marginal, this is 

the first time in two years – since July 2015 

(0.9%) – there has been an annual increase 

in average salaries in the capital. Following 

24 months of stagnation, average salaries in 

London now sit at £39,232, with 265,568 

advertised vacancies available. This growth is 

in contrast to neighbouring South East 

England, which has witnessed a 2.3% year-

on-year decrease, with advertised salaries at 

£30,986. 

Scientific jobs escape the pressures of 
automation 

The rise of automation and artificial 
intelligence (AI) has had a mixed impact 
across a range of sectors, with some immune 
and others expected to be completely 
revolutionised. But while AI can add value to 
highly skilled, tech-related and scientific jobs, 
more complicated tasks still require a higher 
level of human involvement compared to low-
skilled jobs powered by manual labour where 
automation can bring improvements in speed, 
standardisation and efficiency. There will also 
be a raft of new jobs coming on stream to aid 
the development, production and maintenance 
of AI systems.  

A recent whitepaper by Adzuna showed that 
two thirds of the UK’s fastest declining 
occupations are falling in popularity as the 
effects of automation bite in many industries.
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Doug Monro, co-founder of 
Adzuna commented:

Doug Monro, co-founder of Adzuna, 
explains: “The rise in the number of 
vacancies highlights the resilience of the 
UK jobs market. Jobseekers are spoilt for 
choice by the expanding opportunities 
available. Although salary growth remains 
stagnant in most regions, it is encouraging 
to see London join Eastern England, 
Northern Ireland and Wales as an area 
where the green shoots of recovery are 
visible. With more than a quarter of a 
million openings in London at present, 
there are plenty of opportunities for modern 
day Dick Whittingtons to see if the capital’s 
streets really are paved with gold. 

“Recent warnings suggest that the UK may 
be on track for an economic slowdown, but 
it is hoped that a clear-cut immigration 
strategy is to become the backbone of the 
UK economy. With vacancies on the rise, 
this calls for further investment into new 
and innovative sectors that will stimulate 
the economy and boost wage growth. 
Recent announcements from BMW and 
Amazon provide a further shot in the arm 
for the UK jobs market and could well 
motivate other blue-chip companies to 
follow suit.”

Where are all the jobs?

Winchester has climbed a place to become 
the fifth best city in the UK to find a job. 
Traditionally known as the birthplace of 
world-famous author Jane Austen, 
Winchester’s improving jobs market has 
given it another reason for renown. 
Competition for jobseekers per vacancy 
currently sits at 0.12, down by a fifth from 
May 2017. There are more than 2,000 jobs 
currently available in the Hampshire city.     

Overview

“Jobseekers are spoilt for 
choice by the expanding 
opportunities available.”
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Best and worst cities to find a job – July 2017

Better in Belfast
Competition for roles in 

Belfast improved in June 
2017, as competition fell 
from 2.11 jobseekers per 

vacancy to 2.05. 

Sunderland
Sunderland continues to be one of 
the toughest cities to find work, 
with 2.5 jobseekers per advertised 
vacancy.

Winchester
Winchester moved up the ranking to 
become the 5th best city in the UK for 
jobseekers.
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Cambridge 
Unchallenged

Cambridge remains the top 
of the charts for jobseekers, 

with fewer jobseekers per 
vacancy than any town

4
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Monthly change in advertised job vacancy

UK Advertised Salary Trends
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Monthly Job and Salary Trends
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Six month change in jobseekers per vacancy

Worst cities to find a job
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Best cities to find a job

Job Market Competition

Rank City
Jobseekers 

per vacancy

1 Sunderland 2.50

2 Middlesbrough 2.21

3 Belfast 2.05

4 Hull 1.91

5 Bradford 1.86

6 Rochdale 1.74

7 Salford 1.73

8 Wolverhampton 1.73

9 Wirrall 1.38

10 Swansea 1.38

Rank City
Jobseekers 

per vacancy

1 Cambridge 0.05

2 Guildford 0.09

3 Oxford 0.12

4 Winchester 0.12

5 Warrington 0.12

6 Swindon 0.12

7 Reading 0.14

8 Southampton 0.14

9 Manchester 0.17

10 Exeter 0.17

* Methodology for calculating jobseeker competition compares jobseeker count dentified in the ONS Claimant 

Count released in July 2017, with monthly advertised vacancy numbers on Adzuna.co.uk in June 2017.



Regional wage breakdown

Biggest improvers - job sector by average salary

Worst performers - job sector by average salary
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Job sector Average salary
Salary % 

12 Month Change
Total vacancies

HR & Recruitment Jobs £33,710 10.8% 14,606

Healthcare & Nursing Jobs £36,306 5.4% 124,371

Travel Jobs £25,792 5.1% 5,852

Graduate Jobs £24,282 4.6% 16,826

Teaching Jobs £26,942 4.1% 55,835

Job sector Average salary
Salary % 

12 Month Change
Total vacancies

Consultancy Jobs £35,435 -26.6% 21,239

Maintenance Jobs £31,609 -14.7% 2,094

Social Work Jobs £25,978 -9.7% 26,768

PR & Marketing Jobs £33,729 -5.4% 28,055

Logistics & Warehouse Jobs £25,496 -5.3% 31,470

Regional and Industry Overview

Region Total Vacancies Average Salary Salary % 12 Month Change

Eastern England 112,063 £30,638 0.7%

East Midlands 66,016 £29,094 -0.5%

London 265,568 £39,232 0.2%

North East England 31,018 £28,086 -1.5%

North West England 106,124 £29,217 -0.5%

Northern Ireland 8,293 £29,752 1.5%

Scotland 45,652 £30,316 -1.8%

South East England 189,020 £30,986 -2.3%

South West England 88,841 £29,321 -1.7%

Wales 24,690 £29,766 3.1%

West Midlands 92,819 £30,276 -0.3%

Yorkshire and The Humber 61,122 £29,498 -0.2%
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About Adzuna

Adzuna.co.uk is a search engine for job 

ads used by over 10 million visitors per 

month that aims to list every job, 

everywhere. We search thousands of 

websites so our users don’t have to, 

bringing together millions of ads in one 

place. By providing smarter search 

options and powerful data about the job 

market, we give jobseekers the 

information they need to take control of 

their careers.

Adzuna’s data also powers the Number 

10 Dashboard, used by the Prime 

Minister and senior officials to keep track 

of economic growth on a daily basis.

Adzuna.co.uk was founded in 2011 by 

Andrew Hunter and Doug Monro, formerly 

of eBay, Gumtree, Qype and Zoopla and is 

backed by leading Venture Capital firms 

Passion Capital, The Accelerator Group 

and Index Ventures. 

Adzuna’s mission is to be the best place to 

start looking for a job. We love using the 

awesome power of technology to help 

match people to better, more fulfilling jobs 

and keep Britain working.

About the Adzuna Job Market Report

Adzuna has the most complete index of 

UK job vacancies covering all regions in 

the UK. The technology collects every job 

vacancy advertised online in the UK from 

over 1000 sources. This data is then 

normalised, de-duplicated, mix-adjusted 

and outliers are removed in real time to 

give users an accurate, complete, up to 

the minute view of the job market.

Claimant count data is based on the 

latest Labour Market Statistics released

in July 2017 by the ONS. The city areas 

referred to in this study are the top 50 cities 

in the UK, ranked by comparing the job 

vacancies in Adzuna’s comprehensive 

search index of over 1,000,000 live jobs to 

the number of claimants in each city from 

the latest ONS data released in July 2017.

The full Jobseeker’s Allowance claimant 

count statistics are available for download 

here: www.nomisweb.co.uk.
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