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Five Year Low
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Key points

UK average advertised salaries starting
to see month-on-month decline after a
solid upwards trend.

London salaries continue to perform

well, rising 5,2% year-on-year in June

2018 to hit and average advertised pay

rate of £41.262

Total advertised vacancies are at 1,141,733 –
5.1% down from the same time a year prior.

The average advertised salary for roles in the

science sector showed the fifth greatest

decline in pay across the UK. Sector wages

currently stand at £37,967, 2.5% below their

June 2017 levels.

UK Job Market Report
July 2018

London

Salaries 1,141,733 jobs

Scientific & QA Jobs

Table 1: Adzuna Job Vacancy Index

UK Vacancies Monthly Change 6M Change 12M Change
Vacancy Index 

(June 2012=100)

Vacancy Index  (Jun 18) 1,141,773 0.8% 3.8% -5.1% 165.8

Vacancy Index  (May 18) 1,132,420 3.1% -1.5% -3.5% 164.5

Table 2: Adzuna Average Salary Index

UK Average 
Salary Monthly Change 6M Change 12M Change

Salary Index 
(June 2012=100)

Salary Index  (Jun 18) £33,762 -0.5% 2.5% 3.8% 98.6

Salary Index  (May 18) £33,920 -0.2% 4.1% 3.6% 99.0



The Adzuna Job Index this month shows

average advertised vacancies sitting at

1,141,773 in June 2018, 5.1% less than a

year before. There are some signs of a

turning of the tides, however, with vacancy

count growing month-on-month.

On the other hand, average UK advertised

salaries have grown strongly year-on-year,

currently standing at £33,762, showing a

3.8% increase on this time last year. A small

monthly salary decline, however, points to the

possibility of a salary stutter a positive picture,

with wages offered by employers dropping

0.5% between May and June this year. As the

second consecutive month we have seen

such a decline, experts are beginning to

question if this could be the glimmer of a

changing trend, despite its small size.

Competition for available roles has fallen to

0,38 jobseekers per vacancy. This historically

low level of competition for available roles

marks at least a five year low, and is the most

positive situation jobseekers have found

themselves in since Adzuna’s records began

in June 2012.

Creative and Design jobs sitting pretty

Salaries in the Creative & Design sector sat
are looking good, with average advertised pay
for sector workers,. Typical advertised pay
rates for the 8,842 open roles in the sector sit
currently at £34,892, a 10% hike on 2017
levels. The sector ranked as the third fastest
growing industry for average advertised pay in
June 2018.

Science salaries lack sparkle

Salaries in the science sector averaged
£37,967 in June this year, entering the table of
declining salaries in 5th place, with a 2.5%
drop. There were 15,022 roles advertised in
the scientific and QA sector last month.

Adzuna Job Market Report July 2018 3

Doug Monro, co-founder of job search 
engine Adzuna, commented: 

“With competition for roles hitting an 
historic low, the mood should certainly be 
cheery for jobseekers in Britain. Monthly 
vacancy growth and a good, long-term 
trend in salary growth compound the good 
news for those seeking new employment 
opportunities.”

“A small stumble in salary growth remains 
the only black spot on an otherwise sunny 
horizon. If this keeps up, the job market 
could be looking just as bright as the 
summer skies across the country.”

Where are all the jobs?

Cambridge ranks at the top of the table of
best places to look for work, with more than
15 job opportunities to every jobseeker in
the area. Warrington and Oxford rounded
out the top three best locations in the UK
for jobseekers.

At the other end of the scale, Sunderland,
Hull and Bradford were the toughest places
to find work in across the nation, with
several candidates fighting it out for every
available role.

Overview

“A small stumble in salary growth 
remains the only black spot on an 

otherwise sunny horizon. If this 
keeps up, the job market could be 

looking just as bright as the 
summer skies across the 

country.”
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Monthly change in advertised job vacancy

UK Advertised Salary Trends
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Monthly Job and Salary Trends
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Six month change in jobseekers per vacancy

Worst cities to find a job
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Best cities to find a job

Job Market Competition

Rank City
Jobseekers 

per vacancy

1 Sunderland 3.22

2 Hull 2.90

3 Bradford 2.44

4 Salford 2.41

5 Middlesbrough 2.20

6 Belfast 1.55

7 Stoke-on-Trent 1.43

8 Wolverhampton 1.42

9 Rochdale 1.41

10 The Wirral 1.25

Rank City
Jobseekers 

per vacancy

1 Cambridge 0.06

2 Warrington 0.07

3 Oxford 0.07

4 Reading 0.07

5 Swindon 0.08

6 Southampton 0.08

7 Manchester 0.12

8 Guildford 0.13

9 Peterborough 0.14

10 Winchester 0.16

• Methodology for calculating jobseeker competition compares jobseeker count  dentified in the ONS Claimant 

Count released in July 2018 with monthly advertised vacancy numbers on Adzuna.co.uk in June 2018.



Regional wage breakdown

Biggest improvers - job sector by average salary

Worst performers - job sector by average salary
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Job sector Average salary
Salary % 

12 Month Change
Total vacancies

Admin Jobs £27,714 24.5% 43,679

Teaching Jobs £31,224 15.9% 85,078

Creative & Design Jobs £34,892 10.0% 8,842

Travel Jobs £28,367 10.0% 2,768

Energy, Oil & Gas Jobs £41,928 8.8% 5,490

Job sector Average salary
Salary % 

12 Month Change
Total vacancies

Graduate Jobs £21,206 -12.7% 6,957

Logistics & Warehouse Jobs £24,081 -5.5% 40,179

Trade & Construction Jobs £36.725 -4.9% 78,193

Hospitality & Catering Jobs £22,137 -4.0% 53,374

Scientific & QA Jobs £37,967 -2.5% 15,022

Regional and Industry Overview

Region Total Vacancies Average Salary Salary % 12 Month Change

Eastern England 107,998 £30,993 1.2%

East Midlands 58,749 £30,251 4.0%

London 261,347 £41,262 5.2%

North East England 29,147 £28,836 2.7%

North West England 98,010 £30,507 4.4%

Northern Ireland 9,621 £34,153 14.8%

Scotland 44,080 £30,859 1.8%

South East England 184,540 £31,905 3.0%

South West England 83,192 £30,770 4.9%

Wales 22,828 £30,839 3.6%

West Midlands 80,969 £31,124 2.8%

Yorkshire and The Humber 54,432 £29,966 1.6%
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About Adzuna

Adzuna.co.uk is a search engine for job 

ads used by over 10 million visitors per 

month that aims to list every job, 

everywhere. We search thousands of 

websites so our users don’t have to, 

bringing together millions of ads in one 

place. By providing smarter search 

options and powerful data about the job 

market, we give jobseekers the 

information they need to take control of 

their careers.

Adzuna’s data also powers the Number 

10 Dashboard, used by the Prime 

Minister and senior officials to keep track 

of economic growth on a daily basis.

Adzuna.co.uk was founded in 2011 by 

Andrew Hunter and Doug Monro, formerly 

of eBay, Gumtree, Qype and Zoopla and is 

backed by leading Venture Capital firms 

Passion Capital, The Accelerator Group 

and Index Ventures. 

Adzuna’s mission is to be the best place to 

start looking for a job. We love using the 

awesome power of technology to help 

match people to better, more fulfilling jobs 

and keep Britain working.

About the Adzuna Job Market Report

Adzuna has the most complete index of 

UK job vacancies covering all regions in 

the UK. The technology collects every job 

vacancy advertised online in the UK from 

over 1000 sources. This data is then 

normalised, de-duplicated, mix-adjusted 

and outliers are removed in real time to 

give users an accurate, complete, up to 

the minute view of the job market.

Claimant count data is based on the 

latest Labour Market Statistics released

in July 2018 by the ONS. The city areas 

referred to in this study are the top 50 cities 

in the UK, ranked by comparing the job 

vacancies in Adzuna’s comprehensive 

search index of over 1,000,000 live jobs to 

the number of claimants in each city from 

the latest ONS data released in July  2018.

The full Jobseeker’s Allowance claimant 

count statistics are available for download 

here: www.nomisweb.co.uk.
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