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Key points

Average advertised salaries are at the 
highest point since April 2015, having 
risen 3.9% year on year to over £34,000.

Competition for vacancies continues to 
be in free fall, due in part to a sharp 
decrease in claimants for Jobseeker’s 
Allowance. 

 

Compounding the usual seasonal decline, 
advertised vacancies are at their lowest point 
since April 2015. 

Hull keeps its place as the hardest city to find 
a job, with over 3 jobseekers per job – 
1 more than Sunderland in second place. 
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Table 1: Adzuna Job Vacancy Index

 UK Vacancies
Monthly 
Change 6M Change 12M Change

Vacancy Index 
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Table 2: Adzuna Average Salary Index

 
UK Average 

Salary
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Salary Index 
(June 

2012=100)



In both advertised salaries and vacancies we 
are at levels we have not seen since 2015. On 
a positive note, salaries are at their highest 
since April of that year, as much of the 
damage has been recovered. But in real 
terms, salaries are still suffering, being below 
their 2012 level. 

Vacancies are at a 4 year low, falling 3.5% in 
a month. This is not entirely seasonal either, 
as the vacancy numbers are 3% lower than 
they were this time last year. 

With this fall in vacancies, and the collapse in 
the number of jobseeker claimants, the 
competition for jobs has fallen yet again to a 
historic low, with over 3 jobs per jobseeker. 

Wage growth is fastest in South West 
England, galloping ahead at a 8.2% 
year-on-year improvement. However, this is in 
stark contrast to people over the Bristol 
channel in Wales who have seen a 0.5% 
decrease in wages over the past 12 months. 

Not so happy shoppers

More bad news for the high street – with 
reports of further closures to bricks and mortar 
retailers, salary levels are looking bleak. A 
5.9% decline in salaries since December 
2017, added to the fact that the number of 
vacancies has declined by nearly half in two 
years suggests a sector in crisis. 

Hospitality welcomes increased salaries

Perhaps picking up the slack left by the 
decline in retail, hospitality and catering jobs 
are experiencing a mini boom. Salaries are up 
4.7% year on year, and there are around 
10,000 more vacancies here than there were 
two years ago. As retailers shut up shop, other 
businesses are in the wings ready to take over 
their real estate, and hospitality and catering 
businesses appear to be one of them.
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Andrew Hunter, co-founder of job 
search engine Adzuna, commented: 

“Our salary findings complement this 
month’s Office for National Statistics 
data, which reveals that UK employment 
is at a record high. However, we have 
different findings when it comes to current 
vacancies: Adzuna’s data relies in 
real-time job ads across the UK giving the 
most current picture of vacancies across 
the country.”

“With salaries at their highest and 
vacancies at their lowest for four years, 
there may be room for cautious optimism 
at the moment. However, one sector 
where the picture is not rosy is retail, 
where workers are feeling the pinch. We 
recently published reports that say they 
are the unhappiest workers in the UK, 
and it’s clear to see why: low salaries, 
declining vacancies, and the looming 
threat of closures make retail a 
challenging place to be.”

What about Brexit?

As we get closer to the deadline to exit the 
EU, our attention naturally turns to Brexit 
and its impact on jobs. The statistics tend 
to point towards a bit of stasis at the 
moment. Naturally a lot of businesses are 
cautious until we know what sort of deal we 
are going with, but  we’d expect them to get 
jumpy, the longer it takes to make a 
decision. 

Since the vote to leave took place, there 
have been significant declines in the 
number of Maintenance, HR & 
Recruitment, and Sales jobs being 
advertised – all of which experienced 
double digit declines.

But on the flip side, Manufacturing jobs 
have increased significantly (from an 
admittedly low base), along with Legal, 
Logistics and Consultancy jobs. With the 
amount of wrangling over the law and how 
Britain will cope with its borders, perhaps 
it’s no wonder. 

Overview
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Monthly change in advertised job vacancy

UK Advertised Salary Trends

Monthly Job and Salary Trends



Adzuna Job Market Report January 2019 5

Six month change in jobseekers per vacancy

Worst cities to find a job Best cities to find a job

Job Market Competition

Rank City Jobseekers 
per vacancy Rank City Jobseekers 

per vacancy

• Methodology for calculating jobseeker competition compares jobseeker count identified in the ONS Claimant 
Count released in January 2019 with monthly advertised vacancy numbers on Adzuna.co.uk in December 2018.



Regional wage breakdown

Biggest improvers - job sector by average salary

Worst performers - job sector by average salary
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Job sector Average salary Salary % 
12 Month Change Total vacancies

Teaching Jobs £30,511 14.4% 73,365

Legal Jobs £43,733 7.8% 27,612

IT Jobs £51,401 5.0% 83,647

HR & Recruitment Jobs £35,397 4.9% 13,170

Hospitality & Catering Jobs £22,876 4.7% 56,167

Job sector Average salary Salary % 
12 Month Change Total vacancies

Retail Jobs £25,385 -5.9% 28,520

Maintenance Jobs £28,980 -5.1% 1,503

Manufacturing Jobs £27,265 -2.8% 25,703

Sales Jobs £29,775 -2.5% 44,032

Property Jobs £30,585 -1.8% 11,725

Regional and Industry Overview

Region Total Vacancies Average Salary Salary % 12 Month Change
Eastern England 101,900 £31,144 1.8%

East Midlands 58,701 £29,781 1.4%

London 251,718 £41,859 5.3%

North East England 17,894 £29,776 4.7%

North West England 93,611 £30,820 3.7%

Northern Ireland 9,683 £34,051 1.1%

Scotland 42,341 £31,260 3.8%

South East England 176,151 £32,438 3.4%

South West England 84,213 £32,552 8.2%

Wales 21,379 £30,289 -0.5%

West Midlands 78,075 £31,098 0.6%

Yorkshire and The Humber 61,713 £30,008 1.9%
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About Adzuna

Adzuna.co.uk is a search engine for job 
ads used by over 10 million visitors per 
month that aims to list every job, 
everywhere.  We search thousands of 
websites so our users don’t have to, 
bringing together millions of ads in one 
place. By providing smarter search 
options and powerful data about the job 
market, we give jobseekers the 
information they need to take control of 
their careers.

Adzuna’s data also powers the Number 
10 Dashboard, used by the Prime 
Minister and senior officials to keep 
track of economic growth on a daily 
basis.

Adzuna.co.uk was founded in 2011 by 
Andrew Hunter and Doug Monro, formerly 
of eBay, Gumtree, Qype and Zoopla and 
is backed by leading Venture Capital firms 
Passion Capital, The Accelerator Group 
and Index Ventures.  

Adzuna’s mission is to be the best place 
to start looking for a job.  We love using 
the awesome power of technology to help 
match people to better, more fulfilling jobs 
and keep Britain working.

About the Adzuna Job Market Report

Adzuna has the most complete index of 
UK job vacancies covering all regions in 
the UK. The technology collects every 
job vacancy advertised online in the UK 
from over 1000 sources. This data is 
then normalised, de-duplicated, 
mix-adjusted and outliers are removed 
in real time to give users an accurate, 
complete, up to the minute view of the 
job market.

Claimant count data is based on the 
latest Labour Market Statistics released

in September 2018 by the ONS. The city 
areas referred to in this study are the top 
50 cities in the UK, ranked by comparing 
the job vacancies in Adzuna’s 
comprehensive search index of over 
1,000,000 live jobs to the number of 
claimants in each city from the latest ONS 
data released in October  2018.

The full Jobseeker’s Allowance claimant 
count statistics are available for download 
here: www.nomisweb.co.uk.

Adzuna Job Market Report January 2019 7



adzuna.co.uk


